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NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
Document 
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MARCH  1987 
SECTION II 
THE LEGISLATION This document  has been  prepared for use within the Commission.  It does  not 
necessarily represent  the Commission's official position. 
Copyright  ECSC-EEC-EAEC,  Brussels - Luxembourg,  1987 
Reproduction  is authorized,  except  for commercial  purposes,  provided  the 
source is acknowledged. II/1 
An  operation of  the  scale of  the  farm  accountancy  data  network  relies on 
close  collaboration between  the  Member  States and  Commission  staff.  May 
this handbook  be  a  tribute to all  those  people  who  are  in  any  way  invol-
ved  in this  joint effort. II/2 
A.  BASIC  LEGISLATION  (section  II) 
1.  Creation of  the  Farm  Accountancy  Data  Network 
List of  instruments  in  force  at  1  October  1986 
-Council  Regulation  No  79/65/EEC  of  15  June  1965  setting  up  a  network 
for  the  collection of  accountancy  data  on  the  incomes  and  business 
operation of  agricultural  holdings  in  the  European  Economic  Community. 
OJ  No  109,  23.06.1965 
amended  by  : 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  2835/72  of  29  December  1972 
OJ  No  L 298,  31.12.1972 
•  Council  Decision of  1  January 1973  adjusting  the  instruments 
concerning  the  accession  of  the  new  Member  States to the  European 
Communities. 
OJ  No  L 2,  01.01.1973 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  2910/73  of  23  October  t973 
OJ  No  L 299,  27.10.1973 
•  Council  Regulation  (EEC)  No  2143/81  of  27  July 1981 
OJ  No  L 210,  30.07.1981 
•  Act  concerning  the  conditions of  accession  of  the  Hellenic  Republic 
and  the  adjustments  to  the  Treaties.· 
OJ  No  L 291,  19.11.1979 
•  Documents  concerning  the  accession of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  and  the 
Portuguese  Republic  to  the  European  Communities. 
OJ  No  L 302,  15.11.1985 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3644/85  of  19  December  1985 
OJ  No  L 348,  24.12.1985 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3768/85  of  20  December  1985 
OJ  No  L 362,  31.12.1985 II/3 
2.  Selection of  returning  holdings 
- Regulation  (EEC)  No  1859/82  of  12  July 1982  concerning  the  selection 
of  returning  holdings  for  the  purpose  of  determining  incomes  of 
agricultural  holdings. 
This  Regulation  repeals  Regulation  No  91/66/EEC  of  29  June  1966 
(OJ  No  L 21,  4.07.1966)  and  the  Regulations  amending  it. 
OJ  No  L 205,  13.07.1982 
amended  by  : 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  13/84 of  4  January  1984 
OJ  No  L 3,  05.01.1984 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  1561/84 of  5  June  1984 
OJ  No  L 150,  06.06.1984 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3368/84  of  30  November  1984 
OJ  No  L 313,  01.12.1984 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3122/85  of  6  November  1985 
OJ  No  L 297,  09.11.1985 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3548/85  of  16  December  1985 
OJ  No  L 338,  17.12.1985 II/4 
3.  Collection,  verification and  forwarding  of  accountancy data 
- Commission  Regulation  (EEC)  No  1915/83  of  13  July 1983  on  certain 
detailed  implementing  rules  concerning  the  keeping  of  accounts 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  incomes  of  agricultural  holdings. 
OJ  No  L 190,  14.07.1983 
B.  OTHER  LEGISLATION 
1.  The  Farm  Return  (the  relevant  Regulations  are  not  included  in section II, 
but  in  section III dealing  specifically with  the  Farm 
Return) 
- Commission  Regulation  (EEC)  No  2237/77  of  23  September  1977  on  the 
form  of  farm  return  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the determining 
incomes  of  agricultural  holdings. 
OJ  No  L 263,  17.10.1977 
amended  by  : 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  600/79  of  29.03.1979 
OJ  No  L 78,  30.03.1979 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3272/82  of  06.12.1982 
OJ  No  L 347,  07.12.1982 
•  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3123/85  of  6  November  1985 
OJ  No  L 297,  09.11.1985 II/ 5 
2.  The  Community  typology  for  agricultural  holdings  (This  Decision  is not 
included  in  section  II  but  forms  section  IV  of  the  Handbook) 
-Commission  Decision  78/463/EEC  of  7  April  1978  establishing a 
Community  typology  for  agricultural  holdings. 
OJ  No  L 148,  05.06.1978 
amended  by  : 
•  Commission  Decision  84/260/EEC  of  29  February  1984 
OJ  No  L 128,  14.05.1984 
•  Commission  Decision  84/542/EEC  of  11  October  1984 
OJ  No  L 293,  10.11.1984 
•  Commission  Decision  95/977/EEC  of  7  June  1985 
OJ  No  L 220,  17.08.1985 
3.  The  keeping  of  accounts  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the 
efficiency of  agricultural  structure 
(see  section  II) 
•  Council  Regulation  (EEC)  No  797/85  of  12  April  1985  on  improving 
the  efficiency of  agricultural  structures. 
OJ  No  L 93,  30.03.1985 11/6 
Coarrehenaive list of legislation - notes 
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REGULATION  No 79165/F.R.C  OF 1HE COUNCL 
of 15 June 1965 
setting up a network for the collection of accountancy data on the incomes and business 
operation of apicultural holdinp in the European Economic Community 
COJ  No  109 of  23  June  1965,  p. 1859/65> 
THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic  Community,  and  in  particular  Anicle  43 
thereof; 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission; 
Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parlia-
ment  (')  ; 
Whereas the development of the common agricultural 
policy requires that there should be available objective 
and relevant information on incomes in the various 
categories of agricultural holding and on the business 
operation of holdings coming within categories which 
call for special attention at Community level; 
Whereas  the  accounts  of  agricultural  holdings  con-
stitute the basic source of essential data for any assess-
ment of incomes on agricultural holdings or study of 
their business operation; 
Whereas the data collected must be obtained from agri-
cultural  holdings  specially  and  suitably  selected  in 
accordance with common rules and must be based on 
verifiable facts; whereas such data must reflect techni-
cal, economic and social  conditions on the holdings 
involved,  be  taken  from  individual  holdings,  be 
available as quickly as possible, be based on uniform 
definitions,  be  presented in a common form  and be 
usable  at all  times  and  in  full  detail  by  the Com-
mission; 
Whereas these objectives can be attained only by means 
of a  Community network for the collection of farm 
accountancy  data,  based  on the  farm  accountancy 
offices  existing  in  each  Member State,  enjoying  the 
confidence  of the  parties  concerned  and  rel)ting  on 
their voluntary participation; 
(')  OJ No 157, 30.10.1963, p. 2653/63. 
(Z)  OJ No  L 148,  S.  6.  1978,  p.  1. 
-whereas the field  of swvcy of the data  network  must ® 
comprise  all  the  agricultural  holdings  of  a  certain 
economic  size,  irrespective  of  any  outside  work  the 
operator  may  engaae· in ;• 
Whereas the complexity, both at Community and at 
Member State level, of the work involved in creating 
a  Community  network  for  the  collection  of  farm 
accountancy data is  such  that the setting up of the 
accounting  system  must proceed gradually, thus en· 
tailing for the first few years a limited field of survey; 
•Wbereu all  the  returning  holdings  surveyed  in  the ® 
Member  States  for  the  purposes  of  recording  farm 
incomes in order to provide guidelines for agricultural 
policies  should  belong  to  the  Community  data 
network  and the number of returning holdings  must 
be increued accordingly ; whereas  this  number must 
be able  to develop within certain limits and  in parti-
cular on the buis of developments in the field of agri-
culture  and  the  information  requirements  of  the 
common  agricultural  policy ;  • 
Whereas in selecting agricultural holdings and analys-
ing  and  evaluating  the data collected  it is  necessary 
to refer to data derived from other sources; 
•whereas in order to obtain accounting results that are @ 
sufficiendy  homo,eneous  at  Community  level,  the 
returning  holdings  should  be  distributed  among  the 
various divisions and the various categories of holdings 
on the basis  of  a stratification  of  the  field  of  survey 
based  on  the  Community  typology  of  agricultural 
holdings  u  established  by  Decision  78/463/EEC r> ;• 
11Whereu returning holdings must be selected in accor-
dance  with  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  context  of  a 
selection  plan  aimed  at  obtaining  a  representative 
accounting sample  of  the  field  of  survey ;• 
®  Recital of Council Regulation  (EEC)  No  2143/81  of 27  July 1981. OJ  No  109  .. 1965  II/8 
~ereas,  in view  of experience gained, it is  desirable 
that  the  main  decisions  concemina the  selection  of 
returning  holdings,  particularly  the  establishment  of 
the selection plan, should be adopted at national level ; 
whereas,  consequendy, it is  at  that  level  that a body 
should  be  made  responsible  for  this  task ;  whereas 
those  Member  States  which  have  several  divisions 
should, however, be free  to maintain reJional commit-
tees ;• 
··whereas the  national  liaison  •seney must play  a key 
role in  the manasement of the data network,; whereas, 
to this end, it should be entrusted with new duties ;• 
"Whereas  experience  shows  that  it  is  no  lonser 
desirable  to  make  provision  for  supplementary  tenns 
to  be  included  in  the  contract  to  be  concluded 
between  the  Member  State  and  the  accountancy 
offices; • 
•Whereas the divisions of the data network must, as  far 
as  possible,  be  identical  with  those  used  for  the 
presentation of other regional data that are essential in 
order  to  provide  guidelines  for  the common  agricul-
tural  policy ; whereas,  in  this  respect,  the  Annex  to 
Regulation  No  79/65/EEC  should  be amended,• 
Whereas farmers must be given an assurance that their 
accounts and all  other individual details obtained in 
implementation of this Regulation will not be used for 
taxation purposes or divulged by persons participating 
or having participated in the Community farm account-
ancy data network; 
Whereas, in  order that it may satisfy itself as to the 
objectivity  and relevance  of  the data . collected,  the 
Commission must be in a position to obtain all necess-
ary details concerning the manner in which the bodies 
entrusted with the selec:tion of agricultural holdinp and 
the accountancy offices participating in  the Community 
farm accountancy data n~rk  discharge their duties 
and,  if  necessary,  to send  experts  to work on the 
spot with the collaboration of the competent national 
authorities; 
Whereas, to facilitate implementation of the provisions 
envisaged, a procedure should be provided for whereby 
the Member States and the Commission may co-operate 
closely within a Community committee; 
Whereas after the Community farm accountancy data 
network has  been  in operation for  a  few  years the 
Commission wlll be in a position to report on experi-
ence gained  and  to propose  any  necessaey  amend-
ments to this Regulation; 
HAS ADOPTED nus  REGULATION: 
~Recital of Council Regulation  (EEC)  Bo  2143/81 of 27  JulJ 1981. Il/9 
CHAPTER  1 
Creation of a farm accountancy data network for the 
European Economic Community 
Article 1 
1.  To meet the needs  of the common agricultural 
policy,  there shall be set up a  CommunitY  network 
for  the collection of farm accountancy data, herein· 
after called the 'data network'. 
2.  The purpose  of  the  data  network shall  be  to 
collect the accountancy data needed for, in particular: 
(a)  an annual determination of incomes on agricultural 
holdinp coming within the field of survey defined 
in Article 4; and 
(b)  a business anaiysis of agricultural holdings. 
0  3.  The  dala  oblained  pursuant  to  this  Regulation 
shall. in  particular. serve  primarily as  the basis  for 
the drawing up of reports by' the Commission on 
the  situation  of  agriculture  and  of  agricultural 
markets  as  well  as  on  farm  incomes  in  the 
Community ; the reports are to be submitted annu-
ally  to the Council and  the European  ,_,arliament, 




For the purposes of this Regulation: 
(a)  'operatot' means  the  natural  person  responsible 




'(b)  "Category of holding" means a group of agri-
cultunl holdings  which  belong  to  the  same 
categories  as  reprds  type  of  farming  and 
economic size  as  defined in the Community 
typology  for  agricultural  holdings established 
by Decision  78/463/EEC ,; 
R.  CEEC)  2910/73 
R.  CEEC)  2143/81 
OJ  No  109,  1965 
(c)  'returning holding' means any agricultural holding 
making returns for the purposes of the data net· 
work; 
(d)  'division' means the territory of a Member State, 
or any part thereof as delimited with a  view  to 
the selection or retumin& holdings; a list of such 
divisions appears in the Annex to the Regulation. 
(e)  'accountancy data' means any technical, financial 
or·cconomic data relating to an agricultural hold-
ing claived &om  accounts  consisting  of entries 
made systematically and regularly throughout the 
accounting year. 
CHAPTER II 
Determination of incomes on agricultural holdinp 
Article 3 
The provisions of this Chapter concern the collection 
of accountancy data for the purpose  of  making  an 
annual determination of incomes on agricultural hold-
ings. 
~rtick 4  ® 
1.  The field of survey referred to in Article 1 (2) 
(a) shall CO¥er  the agricultunl holdings having an 
economic size equal to or greater than a threshold 
expressed in European size units (ESU)  IS defined 
by  Decision· 78/463/BBC.  (!) 0 
2.  To qualify IS a returning holding. an agricul-
tural  holdiqJ shall : 
(a)  have an economic size equal to or greater than 
a  threshold  to be  determined  in  accordance 
with  peragraph  1 ; 
(b)  be farmed by a penon willing and able to keep 
farm accounts and willing to allow the accoun-
tancy  data  from  his  holding  to  be  made 
awilable  to the  Commission ; 
Dee.  78/463/EEC 
R..  (EEC)  702/76 
0  The  Commission  Decision  78/463/EEC,  establishing a  Community  typology 
for  agricultural  holdings,  has  been  replaced  since the  exercise 1985 
by  the  Decision  85/377/EEC. OJ  No  109,  1965 
(c)  be  representative,  together  with  ~~. other 
holdings  and at  the level  of  each  dl'nsaon,  of 
the  field  of  survey. 
3.The  maximum  number  of  returning  holdings 
shall  be  75.000  for  the  Community. 
On  1  March  1986,  the  number  of  returning 
holdings  shall  be  : 
- 12.000  for  Spain;  this  number  shall  be 
gradually  increased during  the  ensuing 
five  years  to  reach  finally 15.000, 
- 1.800  for  Portugal;  thsi  number  shall be 
gradually  increased during  the  ensuing 
five  y•ars  to  re1ch  finally 3.000. 
4.  Detailed  rules  for  the  application  of  this 
Article,  in  particular  the  threshold  for  the 
economic  size  of  holdings  and  the  number  of 
returning  holdings  per division, shall be adopted 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  laid  down  in 
{!) Article  1  9 .' 
0 
~rticlt  $ 
1.  Each  Member State  shall, before  1  February 
1982,  set  up  a  national  committee  for  the  data 
network, hereinafter called .. National Committee". 
2.  The  National  Committee  shall  be  rcspon· 
sible  for  the  selection  of  returning  holdings.  To 
this  end,  its  duties  shall,  in  particular,  include 
approval  of : 
(a)  the  plan  for  the  selection  of  returning 
holdings, specifying in particular the distribu-
tion  of  returning  holdings  per  category .  of 
holding and the detailed rules for selecting the 
said  holdings ; 
(b)  the report on the implementation of the plan 
for  the  selection  of  returning  holdings. 
3.  The  chairman  of  the  National  Committee 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Member  State  from 
among  the  members  of  this  Committee. 
The  National  Committee  shall  take  its  decisions 
unanimously ; in the event of unanimity not being 
achieved, decisions shall be  taken by an authority 
appointed  by  the  Member  State. 
4.  Member States which  have  several  decisions 
may, for each of the divisions under their jurisdic-
tion,  set  up  a  regional  committee  of  the  data 
network, hereinafter called .. Regional Committee". 
R.  <EEC)  1859/82 





The Regional  Committee shall  in  panicular have 
the  duty  of cooperating  with  the  liaison  agency 
referred  to  in Article  6 in selecting the returning 
holdings. 
S.  Detailed  rules  for  the  application  of  this 
Article fhall be adopted pursuant to the procedure 
laid  down  in  Article  19 .'  @ 
~rticlt 6 
1.  Each  Member  State  shall  appoint  a  liaison 
•seney  whose  duties  shall  be : 
(a)  to  inform  the  National  Committee,  the 
llcgional  Committees  and  the  accountancy 
offices  of  the  detailed  rules  of  application 
concerning  them  and  to  ensure  that  those 
rules  arc  properly  implemented ; 
(b)  to  draw  up  and  submit  to  the  National 
Committee for  its  approval,  and  thereafter  to 
forward  to the  Commission : 
- the  plan · for  the  selection  of  returning 
holdings, which plan shall be drawn up on 
the buis of the most recent statistical data, 
presented in accordance with the Commu-
nity  typology  of agricultural  holdings, 
- the  report  on  the  implementation  of  the 
plan  for  the  selection  of  returning 
holdings; 
(c)  to  compile : 
- the  list  of  returning  holdings, 
- the list of the  accountancy offices  willing 
and  able  to  complete·  farm  returns  in 
accordance with the terms of the contracts 
provided  for  in  Articles  9  and  14 ; 
(d)  to assemble the farm  returns sent to  it  by  the 
accountancy offices  and to verify  on  the  basis 
of a common inspection programme that they 
have  been  duly  completed; 
(c)  to forward  the duly completed farm  returns to 
the  Commission  immediately  after  verifica-
tion; 
(f)  to  transmit  to  the  National  Committee,  the 
Regional  Committees  and  the  accountancy 
offices the requests for information mentioned 
in  Article  16  and  to  forward  the  relevant 
answen  to  the  Commission. 
® 
2.  The detailed rules for  the application or  this 
Article  shall  be  adopted  in  accordance  with  the ~ 
procedure  laid  down  in  Article  19  .'  'e:l 
R.  CEEC)  1859/82 
R.  (EEC)  184/66/EEC 
R.  (EEC)  747/68 
R.  (EEC)  1859/82 
R.  (EEC)  2143/81 
Documents  concerning  the  accession  of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  and  the  Portuguese 
Republic  <annex  I  - section  XIV  - i)(OJ  No  L 302,  15.11.1985) 11/11  OJ  No  109,  1965 
Article 7 
1.  Each returning holding shall be the subject of 3n 
individual and anonymous farm return. 
2.  The accountancy data provided by each farm re-
tUrn must be such that it is possible: 
- to characterise the accounting holding by reference 
to  the  main  clements  of  its  factors  of  pro-
duction; 
- to assess the income of the holding in its various 
forms; 
- to test by means of spot-checks the veracity of the. 
information given. 
3.  The type  of accountancy data to be  given 1n  a 
farm rctUm, the ·form in which such data arc to be 
presented and the definitions and instructions relating 
IY\ thereto  shall  be  determined in accordance  with the 
\!) procedure laid down in Article 19. 
Artick 8 
A  farmer  whose  holding  is  selected  as  a  returning 
holding shall choose from a list compiled for the pur-
pose  by  the  liaison  agency  an  accountancy  office 
willing  to  complete  the  return  for  his  holding  in 
accordance with the terms  of the contract provided 
for in Article 9. 
Article 9 
1.  A contract shall be  concluded annually on the 
authority  of  the  Member  State  between  the  com-
petent  authority  designated  by  the  latter  and  each 
accountancy  office  chosen  as  provided in Article  8. 
Under this contract the accountancy office will under-
take, in consideration of a standard fee, to complete 
@ 
farm returns  in  a  manner  consistent  with the  pro-
visions of Article  7. 
2.  The terms of this contract, which must be  uni-
form  in all  Member  States,  shall  be  determined  in  @ accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 19. 
3.  Where the duties  of an accountancy office  arc 
carried  out  by  an  administrative  department,  the 
latter shall  be  notified  as  to its  duties  through the 
normal administrative channels. 
@ 
~- CEEC>  2237/77 
R.  CEEC>  600/79 
R- CEEC)  3272/82 
R- CEEC)  184/66 
R.  CEEC)  1860/82 
CHAPTER  Ill 
Collcc:tion of accountancy data for the purpose of a 
business analysis of apicultural holdings 
Article 10 
The provisions of this Chapter concern the collection 
of accountancy  data  for  the  purpose  of  a  business 
analysis of agricultural holdings. 
Article 11 
There shall' be  determined  in  accordance  with  the 
procedure laid down in Article 19: 
- the subjects of the analyses  mentioned in Article 
1 (2)  (b); 
- detailed rules concerning the selection and number 
of returning holdings, these being established accord-
ing to the  objectives  of each particular analysis. 
Article 12 
1.  Each  returning  holding  selected  in  accordance 
with the second indent of Article 11  shall be subject 
of a spetial farm return, which shall be individual to 
that holding and anonymous. This farm return shall 
include the accountancy data required under Article 7 
(2)  and all such further accountancy items and details 
as each particular analysis may require. 
2.  The type of accountancy data to be  given  in a 
special farm return, ·the form in which such data are 
to be  presented and. the definitions  and instructions 
relating thereto shall be determined in accordance with 
the procedure laid down in Article 19. 
3.  Special farm  returns shall be completed by  the 
various  accountancy  offices  chosen  as  provided  in 
Article 13. 
Article 13 
A  farmer  whose  holding  is  selected  in  accordance 
with the second indent of Article 11 shall choose from 
a list compiled for the purpose by the liaison agency 
an accountancy office willing to complete the special 
return for  his  holding in accordance with  the terms 
of the contract provided for in Article 14. OJ  No  109,  1965  11/12 
Artide 1.f 
1.  A contract shall be concluded on the authority 
of the Member State between the competent authority 
designated by the latter and each accountancy office 
chosen  as  provided  in Article  13.  Under  this  con-
tract the accountancy office  will undertake, in con-
sideration  of  a  standard  fee,  to  complete  special 
farm  returns in a  manner  consistent  with the pro-
visions of Article 12. 
2.  The terms of this contract, which must be uni-
form  in all  Member  States,  shall  be  determined  in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 19. 
The supplementary terms which  may be included in 
this contract by Member States shall be determined in 
accordance with the same procedure. 
3.  Where  the  duties  of  a  accountancy  office  arc 
carried out by an administrative department, the latter 
sball be notified as to its  duties through the normal 
administrative channels. 
CHAPTER  IV 
General provisions 
Article 15 
1.  It shall  be prohibited to usc  for  taxation pur-
~  any individual accountancy data or  other individ-
ual details  obtained in implementation of this Regu-
lation. 
2.  It  shall  be  prohibited  for  any  person  partici-
pating or having participated in the data network to 
divulse any individual accountancy data or any other 
individual details of which  knowledge was  acquired 
in the exercise of his duties or otherwise incidentally 
to such exercise. 
3.  Member  States  shall  take  all  appropriate 
measures  to penalise  infringement  of the  provisions 
of paragraph 2. 
Article 16 
0  •t.  The  National  Committee,  the  Regional 
Committees,  the  liaison  agency  and  the accoun-
tancy offices  shall  be  bound, within their respec-
tive areas of responsibility, to furnish the Commis-
sion  with  any  information  which  the  latter  may 
request  of  them  regarding  the  dischar~ of  their 
duties  under  this  Regulation. 
0  R.  (EEC)  2143/81 
®·  R.  (EEC)  3768/85 
Suc;:h  1eCf1:1ests  for  information  made  to  the 
N•tional Committee, the Regional Committees or 
to  the  accountancy  offices  and  the  relevant 
ariswen shall be  forwarded in writing through the 
liaison  agency.' 
2.  If the  information supplied is  inadequate  or  if 
such  information  fails  to  arrive  in  good time,  the 
Commission may, with the collaboration of the liaison 
agency, send experts to work on the spot. 
Article 17 
There is  hereby set up a Community Committee for 
the  Farm  Accountancy  Data  NetWork,  hereinafter 
called the 'Community Committee'. 
Article 18 
1.  The Community Committee shall consist of rep-
resentatives of the  Member  States  and of  the  Com-
mission. Each Member State shall be represented on the 
Community Committee by not more than five officials. 
The Chairman of the Community Committee shall be 
a representative of the Commission. 
2.  Where the procedure laid down in Article 19  is 
applied, the votes of Member States shall be weighted 
as  provided  in  Article  148  (2)  of  the  Treaty.  The 
Chairman shall not vote. 
Artick 19 
1.  Where  the procedure laid  down in this Article 
is  to be followed,  matters  shall  be  referred  to the 
Community Committee by the Chairman, either on his 
own initiative or at the request of the representative 
of a Member State. 
2.  The representative of the Commission shall sub-
mit  a  draft  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  The 
Community  Committee  shall  deliver  its  opinion  on 
such measures  within a time limit set by"the Chair-
man  having  regard  to  the  urgency  of  the  matter. 
Opinions shall be delivered  by  a  majority of ''fortY!':;'\ 
five"  votes..  \!I 
3.  The  Commission  shall  adopt  measures  which 
shall apply immediately. However, if these measures 
are not in accordance with the opinion of the Com-
munity Committee, they shall forthwith be communi-II/13  30  No  109,  1965 
cated  by  the  Commission  to the  Council.  In  that 
event the Commission may defer application of the 
measures which it has adopted for not more than one 
month from the date of such communication. 
The Council, acting by a qualified majority, may take 
a different decision within one month. 
@  'Article  20 
1.  The  Community  Committee  shall  be 
consulted: 
(a)  for  the purpose of verifying that the plans for 
the  selection  of  returning  holdings  are  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of Article  4 ; 
(b)  for the purpose of analyzing and evaluating the 
weighted annual results  furnished by the data 
network,  having  regard  in  particular  to  data 
deriving  from  other  sources  inter alia  from 
farm  accounts and statistics generally and from 
national  accounts. 
2.  The  Community  Committee  may  examine 
any other matter raised by its chairman, either on 
his own initiative or at the request of a representa-
tive  of  a  Member  State. 
It shall examine each year,  in October, the trend 
of  farm  incomes  in  the Community, referring  in 
particular  to  the  updated  results  of  the  data 
network. 
It shall be kept replarly informed of the working 
of  the  data  network.' 
Article 21 
1he Chairman  shall  convene  the  meetings  of  the 
Community Committee. 
Secretarial services for the Community Committee shall 
be provided by the Commission. 
The Community Committee shall  draw  up  its  own 
rules of procedure. 
Article 22 
1.  Appropriations to cover those costs of the data 
network attributable specifically to payment of fees to 
accountancy offices in consideration of their perform-
elance  of the duties referred to in Articles 9 and 14 
shall be  included in the Community' budget,  in the 
Commission section. 
'2.  Costs in respect of the setting up and opera-
tion  of  the  National  Committee,  Regional 
Committees  and  liaison  agencies  shall  not  be 
included  in  the  Community budgeL'  @ 
Article 23 
Before 1 January 1990 the Commission shall submit to 
the Council a full report on the operation of the data 
network, together with any proposal for amending this 
Regulation.  0 
This Regulation shall be  binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member 
States. 
Done at Brussels, 15 June 1965. 
0  R.  CEEC)  2143/81 
For the Council 
The President 
M. COUVE de MURVILLE OJ  No  109,  1965  II/14 
0  'ANNEX 
List of divisions referred to in Article 2 (d) 0 
Germany 
1.  Schleswig-Holstein 
2.  Hamburg 
3.  Niedenachsen 
4.  Bremen 
5.  Nordrhein-Westfalen 
6.  Hessen 
7.  Rheinland-Pfalz 
8.  Baden-WOrttemberg 
9.  Bayem 
10.  Saarland 
11.  Berlin 
France 
1.  lie de Prance 
2.  Champagne-Ardenne 
3.  Picardie 
4.  Haute-Normandie 
5.  Centre 
6.  Buse-Normandie 
7.  Bourgogne 
8.  Nord-Pas  de  Calais 
9.  Lorraine 
10.  Alsace 
11.  Pranche-Comte 
12.  Pays  de  Ia  Loire 
13.  Bretagne 
14.  Poitou-Charentes 
1  5.  Aquitaine 
16.  Midi-Pyrenees 
17.  Limousin 
18.  Rh6ne-Alpes 
19.  Auvergne 
20.  Languedoc-Roussillon 
21.  Provence-Alpes-C6te  d'Azur 
22.  Corse 
Italy 
1.  Piemonte 
2.  Valle  d'Aosta 
3.  Lombardia 
4.  Alto Adige 
5.  Trentino 
6.  Veneto 
7.  Friuli  - Venezia  Giulia 
8.  Liguria 
9.  Emilia  - Romagna 
~  R.  (EEC)  2143/81 
0  See  map  of  FADN  divisions  ;.n  Part  V. 10.  Toscana 
11.  Umbria 
12.  Marche 
13.  Lazio 
14.  Abruzzi 
15.  Molise 
16.  Campania 
17.  Puglia 
18.  Basilicata 
19.  Calabria 
20.  Sicilia 
21.  Sardegna 
Belgium 
Constitutes  a  single  division 
Luxembourg 
Constitutes  a  single  division 
Netherlands 
Constitutes  1  single  division 
Denmark 
Constitutes  1  single  division 
~  R.  (EEC)  2143/81 




Constitutes  a  single division 
United  Kingdom 
1  ~  England - north  region 
2.  England - eut region 
3.  England - west  region 
4.  Wales 
s.  Scotland 
6.  Northern  Ireland 
Gr~e« 
1.  MaKI&ovl.a  - 9pb.IC1') 
OJ  No  109,  1965 
2.  ii~  - n~  - N'"cro\ 
1ov'.oo, 
3.  8tx:raaAlu, 
41  t~ ~  - N1Po1.  Atyal.oo  -
Kp-/J'tl}'. 
'Spain 
.t..  Galicia, 
2.  Asturias, 
3.  Cantabria, 
4.  Pais  Vasco, 
S.  Navarra, 
6.  La  Rioja, 
7. Arag6n, 
8.  Catalui\a, 
9.  Baleares, 
10.  Castilla-Le6n, 
11.  Madrid, 
12.  Castilla-La Mancha, 
13.  Comunidad Valenciana, 
14.  Murcia, 
1  S.  Bxtremadura, 
16.  Andaluda, 
17.  Canarias. 
Portugal 
1.  Entre-Douro-e-Minho e  Beira  Literal, 
2.  Tris-os-Montes  e  Beira  Interior, 
3.  Ribatejo-Oeste, 
4.  Alentego  e  Algarve, 
S.  A~ores e  Madeira.' OJ  No  L 205/5,  1982  11/16 
COMMISSION REGULATION (EEC)  No 1159/12 
of 12  July 1912 
concerning the selection of returning holdings for the purpose of detennining 
incomes of agricultural holdings 
COJ  No  L  205  of  13  July  1982,  p ..  5> 
THE COMMISSION  OF  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNmES, 
Having regard  to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic  Community, 
Having  regard  to  Council  Regulation  No 79/65/EEC 
of  1  5 June 1965 setting up a network for  the collec-
tion of accountancy data on the incomes and business 
operation  of  agricultural  holdings  in  the  European 
Economic Community (1),  as  last ·lmended by Council 
Regulation  (EEC)  No  2143/81 (1).  and  in  particular 
Articles  4  (4),  5  (5)  and  6  (2)  thereof, 
Whereas  returning  holdings  must  be  selected  in  a 
uniform  manner in each division  and whereas to that 
end detailed  rules should be  laid  down  to  implement 
the relevant provisions of Regulation No 79/65/EEC ; 
Whereas  in  the  light  of  the  latest  amendments  to 
Regulation  No 79/65/EEC and of experience acquired 
since  1965  the  detailed  rules  for  the  selection  of 
returning  holdings  should  be  completely  revised ; 
whereas,  accordingly,  Commission  Regulation  No 
91/66/EEC (l),  should  be  repealed  and  replaced  by  a 
new  Regulation ; 
Whereas  the  holdings  to  be  studied  in  connection 
with the farm accountancy data network fall within the 
field of survey of the structure surveys and of Commu-
nity  or  national  censuses  of  agricultural  holdings ; 
Whereas the data available for the purposes of drawing 
up  selection  plans  for  the  '1982'  and  subsequent 
accounting years and the difference in the agricultural 
situation  as  between  the  different  Member  States 
require that thresholds of economic size which vary by 
Member State, and even  in  some cases by division, be 
adopted  for  that  year ; 
Whereas experience shows  that operation  of  the data 
network  is  facilitated  if  the  number  of  returning 
holdings selected per division is allowed to vary within 
certain  limits  on  condition  that  the  total  number of 
holdings  per  Member  State  is  complied  with ; 
Whereas the  selection  plan  must  include a minimum 
number of elements enabling its validity in  relation to 
(I)  OJ  No  109,  23.  6.  1965,  p.  1859/6.t 
(Z)  OJ  No  L 210,  30.  7.  1981.  p.  I. 
(l)  0 J  No  I 2 I,  4.  7.  I 966,  p.  2249/66. 
the objectives of the farm accountancy data network to 
be  assessed ; 
Whereas the selection plan must be drawn up prior to 
the beginning of the corresponding accounting year 10 
that  it  can  be  approved  before  being  used  for  the 
selection  of  returning holdings ; 
whereas  the  report  on  the  implementation  of  the 
selection  plan  for  returning holdings  must cover the 
different aspects of the plan's implementation with a 
view  in  particular  to  identifying  any  adjustments 
which  may  be  necessary  for  subsequent  accounting 
years and whereas the report inust also take account of 
the use of certain data from  the plan for the purposes 
of the weighting to be given to the accountancy data ; 
Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation 
are in accordance with the opinion of the Community 
Committee on the Farm Accountancy Data Network, 
HAS  ADOPTED THIS REGULATION : 
Article  1 
For  the  purposes  of  this  Regulation  'agricultural 
holding'  means  a  farm  business  as  defined  in  the 
context  of  the  Community  agricultural  surveys  and 
censuses. 
Article  2 
For  the  '1982'  accounting  year  - a  period  of  12 
consecutive months beginning between  I  January and 
1 July 1982 - and for  subsequent accounting years. 
the threshold of economic: size as referred to in Article 
4  of  Regulation  No 79/6SiEEC shall  be  as  follows: 
- 6  ESU  in  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands, 
- 4  ESU  in  Germany,  France,  Luxembourg, 
Denmark, and the United Kingdom (not including 
Northem  Ireland~ 
- 2  ESU  in  Ireland  and  Northern  Ireland, 
- I  ESU  in  Italy  and  Greece. 'For  the:  .. l 986  ..  accounting  year  --: a  period  of  12 
consecutive months beginning between 1 January and 
1 July  1986  - and  for  subsequent accounting years, 
thl·  thr~shold of economic size as  referred to in Article 
4  of  Rcgul:nion  No  79/65/EEC shall be as  follows,  in 
ESU  as  defined in Annex lll to Commission Decision 
85/377  /EEC C) : 
- for  the  Netherlands: 
- for  Bdgium : 
- for  Germany : 
- for  F  ranee : 
- for  Luxembourg : 
- for  Denmark : 
- for  the  United  Kingdom 
(not  including  Northern  Ireland): 
- for  Northern  Ireland : 
- for  Ireland : 
- for  Italy: 
- for  Greece: 
- for  Spain: 
- for  Portugal : 
(1)  OJ  No  L  220,  17.  8.  1985,  p.  1.' 
Article 3 
16  ESU, 
12  ESU, 
.s.ESU, 
8  ESU, 
8  ESU, 
8  ESU, 
8  ESU, 
4  ESt!, 
2  ESU, 
2  ESU, 
2  ESU, 
2  ESU, 
1  ESU, 
The  number of  returning holdings  per division  shall 
be  as  shown  in  Annex  I. 
The  number of  returning holdinp to be  selected  in 
each division  may  differ from  that shown in Annex I 
by  up to  20% in  either direction  provided  that this 
does  not  entail  a  reduction  in  the  total  qumber  of 
returning  holdings  per Member State. 
Article  4 
The plan for  the selection of retumina holdinp must 
ensure the representativeness of the ·returning holdings 
as  a  whole. 
It  shall  include : 
(a)  the  elements  on  which  it is  based.  namely : 
- particulars  of  the statistical .reference  sources. 
- the procedures for stratifyins the field of survey 
in accordance with the Community typology of 
holdings, taking account, where appropriate, of 
additional  national  criteria, 
- the  procedures  for  determinina  the  selection 
rate  chosen  for  each  stratum. 
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- the  procedures  for  the  selection  of  returning 
holdinp, 
- the  procedures  for  the  possible  later  updating 
of  the selection  plan, 
- the  probabl~ period of validity of the selecting 
plan; 
(b)  the breakdown  of holdings  in  the  field  of  survey 
classified in accordance with the Community typo-
logy  of  holdinp  (corresponding  at  least  to  the 
principal  types)  and  the  number  of  returning 
holdings  to  be  selected  for  each  of  the  strata 
adopted. 
Articlt 1 
The selection plan shall be forwarded to the Commis-
sion not later than two  months before the beainnina 
of the first  acco~mting year  to  which  it  relates. 
The  procedures  and  time  limits  for  communicating 
adjustments to  the selection  plan  to the Commission 
shall  be  the same  as  for  the  forwarding  of  the  plan 
itself. 
Article 6 
The  report  on  the  implementation  of  the  selection 
plan  for  retuming holdinp shall  include : 
t. The breakdown of the selected  returning  holdings 
by  category  of  holding ; 
2.  comments on the analysis of discrepancies recorded 
between  the  selection  plan  and  the  returning 
holdings  selected,  on  the  guidelines  to  be 
employed, in improvina the selection for the subse-
quent accOQnting  year,  and on the  precautions  to 
be  taken  in  Weighting  the  accounting  data. 
The  implementation  report  shall  be  submitted  in 
accordance with the model set out in Annex II. It shall 
be  forwarded  to the Commission within  6  months of 
the  beginning of  the  accounting year. 
Article  7 
Regulation  No 91/66/EEC  is  hereby  repealed. 
Articlt B 
This Regulation shall enter into force  on the day  fol-
lowing  its  publication  in  the  Olfitial journal of'  th~ 
E11 ropta n  Conmum it  its.  · 
It  shall  be  applicable  u  from  the  accounting  year 
1982. 
This Regulation  shall  be binding in  its  entirety and  directly  applicable  in  all  Member 
States. 
Done  at  Brussels,  12  july 1982. 
0  R.  (EEC)  3548/85 
Fo1·  tht Commis,(iOII 
Poul  DALSAGER 
Mtmbt1·  of tbt Commis.<fiOII JO  No  L 205/7,  1982  II/18 
ANNEX I 
Number of retuming holdings by division 
Number  of 
Reference  Name  of  division  returnina  holdinp 
Number  (acc:ountinJ  year 
·a,u· onWanla) 
GERMANY 
010  Schleswig-Holstein  500 
020  Hamburg  <40 
030  Niedersachscn  800 
040  Bremen  -
050  Nordrhe!n-Westfalen  660 
060  Hesscn  370 
070  Rheinland-Pfalz  480 
080  Baden-Wiirttemberg  620 
090  Bayem  960 
100  Saarland  70 
110  Berlin  -
Total  Germany  4500 
FRANCE 
121  lle-de-France  95 
131  Champagne-Ardenne  260 
132  Picardie  230 
133  Haute-Normandie  145 
134  Centre  350 
135  Basse-Normandie  215 
136  Bourgogne  285 
141  Nord  - Pas-de-Calais  305 
lSI  Lomine  215 
152  Alsace  160 
153  Franche-Comte  200 
162  Pays  de  Ia  Loire  ....0 
163  Bretagne  475 
164  Poitou-Charentes  325 
182  Aquitaine  425 
183  Midi-Pyrenees  430 
184  Limousin  .  195 
192  Rhone-Alpes  360 
193  Auvergne  320 
201  Languedoc-Roussillon  340 
203  Provence  -Alpes - COte  d'Azur  270 
204  Corse  60 





































Name  of division 
1981 
ITALY 
Valle  d'Aosta  10 
Piemonte  940 
Lombardia  950 
Trentino  ISO 
Alto  Adip  ISO 
Veneto  900 
Priuli-Venezia  Giulia  250 
Liguria  3s0 
Emilia-Romagna  900 
Toscana  900 
Marc he  450 
Umbria  400 
Lazio  650 
Abruzzo  450 
Molise  140 
Campania  950 
Calabria  700 
Puglia  800 
Builicata  350 
Sicilia  950 
Sardegna  600 
Total: Italy  12000 






UNITED  KINGDOM 
England - North  Region 
England  - East  Region 
England -West Region 
Wales 
Scodand 
Northern  Ireland 
OJ  No  L 205/8,  1982 
Number of  n:tumin&  holclinp 

























1984  1985 
onwards 
~ 
c;:3  23~ 
842  950 
3 068  3 469 
332  375 
480  549 
971  1 106 
498  558 
458  513 
1 802  2055 
1035  1 161 
569  645 
745  841 
704  787 
301  328 
268  301 
460  499 
516  563 
681  756 
441  499 
775  858 
817  924 
16 000'  18 000' 















Total : United  Kingdom  2500 
Reference  Name  of  division  number 
GREECE 
450  Makedonia  - Thraki 
460  lpiros  - Peloponnissos  - Nissi 
loniou 
470  Thessalia 
480  Ste.rea  Ettas  - Nissi  Epeou  -
Kriti 
Total: Greece 
R.  CEEC)  13/84 
R.  CEEC)  1561/84 
Number  of  n:tumin&  holdinp 
Accountina  year 
1982  1983  ,,  ...  1985 
onwards 
1 510  2070  2380  2480 
I 
1 120  1530  1760  1 840 
560  110  900  930 
1210  1 630  1860  1 950 
4400  6000  6900  7200 
~  R.  CEEC)  3368/84 OJ  No  L 205/9,  1982  II/20 
Reference  Name of division  Number 
SPAIN 
500  Galicia 
505  Asturias 
510  Cantabria 
515  Pais  Vasco 
520  Navarra 
525  La  Rioja 
530  Aragon 
535  Catalufta 
540  Baleares 
545  Castilla-Le6n 
550  Madrid 
sss  Castilla-La  Mancha 
560  Comunidad Valenciana 
565  Murcia 
570  Extremadura 
575  Andaluda 
580  Canarias 
Total Spain 
Reference  Name of  division  Number 
® 
PORTUGAL 
610  Entre Douro e ~nho  e da. Beira 
Litoral 
620  Tris-os-Montel  e  da  ·Bei·ra 
Interior 
630  Ribatejo-Oeste 
640  Alentejo e  do Alprve 
650  A~res e  da Madeira 
Total Portupl 




























Number of returning holdinp 
Accoundna 'Jean 
1987  1988  1989  1990 
onwards 
12000  13000  14000  15000 
Number of  returning holdin:P 
Accounting  yean 
1987  1988  1989  tHO 
onwuds 
: 
2100  2400  2700  3000 II/21  OJ  No  L 205/10,  1982 
ANNEX 11 
REPORT  ON  THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OP  THE  SELECI"ION  PLAN  FOR 
Rm.JRNING HOLDINGS 
I.  Table for  presenting  the selection of recuming holdings 
Division: 
AccountinJ year :  19 •• 
Cacef:ry 
Number of  Number of  Number of 
holdinfd in  holdinp  of  ho dina  che  fae  of  n:cuminJ  represented  (')  surwy*l 
holdinp  by  one  n:cuming 
OTE  ESU  (> •.•.  U)  &elected  holdinJ 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (b)/ (c) 
Total 
Number  of  new  rctuminJ holdinp  in  relation  to 
the  selection  for  the  prcccdins ac:c:ountinJ  year 
(')  Show  the  c:ateJOry  of  holdinJ  IICC:ordinJ  to  the  Community  typoloJY'.  The principal  types 
constitute  the  minimal  basis  for  the  stratification  of  the  field  of survey.  The  cateJOries  of 
holdinp can  be  regrouped  ac:c:ordinJ  to  the  selection  plan. 
(l)  Indicate  the  date  of  the  survey  or the  census  used  for  defining  the  field  of  observation. 
2.  Comments : 
Done  at ..............................  .,  on  .........................••••..  19 ..  For  th~ Ntrtio,lal  Committtc-
Tbt  Pr~sitlmt OJ  No  190,  1983  II/22 
COMMISSION  REGULATION  (EEC)  No 1915/83 
of 13  July  1983 
on certain detailed implementing rules concerning the keeping of accounts for 
the purpose of determining  the incomes of agricultural holdings 
COJ  No  L 190  of  14  July 1983,  p. ~zs> 
THE  COMMISSION  Of THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNmES, 
Having regard to  the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic  Community, 
Having  regard  to  Council  Regulation  No 76/65/EEC 
of  15  June 1965 setting up a network for  the collec-
tion of accounqancy data on the incomes and business 
operation  of  agricultural  holdings  in  the  European 
Economic Community (1). as  last amended by Regula-
tion (EEC)  No 2143/81 (Z),  and in  particular Articles 6 
and  9  thereof, 
Whereas  Commission  Regulation  No  184/66/EEC (l). 
as· last  amended by  Regulation (EEq No  1860/82 (4). 
should be  adjusted  to  the present situation  in  which 
the  data  network  operates ; 
Whereas  a  contract  is  to  be  concluded  annually 
between the competent authorities designated by each 
Member State  and  accountancy offices  which do  not 
belong  to  an  administrative  department whereby  the 
accountancy office  undertakes  to fulfil  its  obligations 
in  compliance  with  Community  rules;  whereas  the 
contract  in  question  should  include  provisions  refer-
ring  to  the  Community  rules  concerned ; 
Whereas in  order to  ensure that data  network  results 
are  presented  each  year  at  a  time  which  is  not  too 
distant from  the date on which  the first  farm  returns 
are  forwarded  to  the  Commission,  the period  during 
which the end of the accounting year may fall  should 
be  limited; 
Whereas  the  time  limit  for  the  forwarding  of  farm 
returns  must  be  such  as  to  allow  the  accountancy 
offices,  liaison  agencies  and  the  Commission to  carry 
out  their  tasks ; 
Whereas  the  period  for  the  forwarding  of  returns 
should  be  calculated  from  the  end of the  accounting 
year  to  which  they  relate ; 
Whereas, in  order to  be considered duly completed, a 
farm  return  must  contain  data  which  arc  factually 
accurate  and  recorded  and  presented  in  accordance 
with Commission Regulation (EEq No 2237/77 of 23 
Scptcm ber 1977 on the form of farm  return to be used 
for  the purpose of determining incomes of agricultural 
(')  0 J  No  109,  23.  6.  1965,  p.  1859/65. 
(2)  OJ  No  L  210,  30.  7.  1981,  p.  1. 
{')  OJ  No  213,  23.  11.  1966,  p.  3637/66. 
(•)  OJ  No  l  205,  13.  7.  1982,  p.  10. 
holdings('), as  last  amended by Regulation  (EEC)  No 
3272/82 (') ; 
Whereas the standard fee  chargeable  to  the  Commis-
sion must be paid for farm  returns duly completed and 
forwarded  within  the  prescribed  period: 
Whereas, as  a result of the general rise  in  costs and its 
effects on the cost of completing the farm  return, the 
fee  should  be  revised  at  regular  intervals ; 
Whereas,  in  order  to  improve  the  execution  of  the 
financial  operations  involved  in  paying  the  standard 
fee,  provision  should  be  made  for  a  payment  on 
account; 
Whereas  Regulation  No  184/66/EEC  should  be 
repealed  from  the  beginning of  the  1984  accounting 
year and the  new  provisions  applied  from  the  begin-
ning of  the  same  year ; 
Whereas  the  Community  Committee  on  the  Farm 
Accountancy  Data  Network  has  not  delivered  an 
opinion  within  the  time  limit set  by  its  chairman, 
HAS  ADOPTED THIS  REGULATION: 
Articlt  I 
The contract referred  to  in  Article 9 (1)  of  Regulation 
No 79/65/EEC shall contain at least the clauses set out 
in  the  Annex. 
Articlt 2 
The  accounting  year  of  12  consecutive  months 
referred  to  in  point  I  (a)  of Annex  II  to  Regulation 
(BEq  No  2237/77  shall  end  during  the  period  31 
December  to  30  June  inclusive. 
Articlt J 
After verifying  their contents the :liaison  a~ency shall 
forward  all  the  farm  returns,  presented  in  the  form 
required  by  Annex  Ill  to  Regulation  (EEC)  No 
2237/77, under confidential cover to  the Commission 
not  later  than  nine  months  after  the  end  ot  the 
accounting  year  to  which  they  relate. 
(')  OJ  No  l  263,  17.  10.  1977,  p.  1. 
(')  01  No  L  347,  7.  12.  1982,  p.  10. II/23  OJ  No  190,  1983 
Where  the  nine-month  period  in  question  allows  a 
liaison  agency  to  forward  all  the  farm  returns  for 
which  it  is  responsible  after  31  December following 
the  end  of  the  accounting  year,  the  liaison  agency 
shall,  between  15  and  31  December,  forward  to  the 
Commission  all  the  fann  returns  which  have  been 
duly  completed and which  are  in  its  possession; the 
remaining  fann  returns  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commission  at  a  later  date,  within  the  prescribed 
period. 
Article 4 
A fann  return shall  be  regarded as  having been duly 
completed  where : 
- it  contents  are  factually  accurate,  and 
- the accountancy data contained therein have  been 
recorded and are  presented in accordance with the 
provisions  of  Regulation  (EEq No 2237/n. 
Article  5 
1  .  The Commission shall  pay  a standard fee  to  the 
Member  State  concerned  in  respect  of  each  duly 
completed  fann  return  forwarded  to  it  within  the 
period  prescribed  in  Article  3. 
2.  The  standard  fee  shall  be  paid  in  two  instal-
ments: 
- a  payment on account corresponding to  SO %  of 
the  fee  shall  be  paid  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Member State's accounting year for  the number of 
returning  holdings  laid  down  in  Annex  I  to 
Commission  Regulation (EEq No  1859/82 ('). 
- the balance, to be calculated by multiplying the fee 
by  the  number  of  duly  completed  fann  returns 
forwarded  to the Commission and subtracting the 
abovementioned  payment  on  account,  shall  be 
paid  within  six  months  of  receipt  of  the  fann 
returns  by  the  Commission. 
3.  The amount of the standard fee  shall be fixed  in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in Anicle 19 
of Regulation  No 79/65/EEC. 
Article 6 
This  Regulation  shall  enter  into  force  on  the  day 
following its publication in the Official journal of  the 
European  Communities. 
It shall apply from  the beginning of the 1984 accoun-
ting  year. 
Regulation No 184/66/EEC is hereby repealed. It shall 
remain  applicable  until the end of the  1983  accoun-
ting year. 
This  Regulation  shall  be  binding in  its  entirety and  directly  applicable  in  all  Member 
States. 
Done  at  Brussels,  13  July  1983. 
For  the  Commission 
Poul  DA.LSAGER 
Membtr of tht Commission 
(1)  OJ  No  L 205,  13.  7.  1982,  p.  5. OJ  No  190,  1983  II/24 
ANNEX 
Terms of the contract referred to in Article  9  of Regulation  No 79/65/EEC 
The  contracts  concluded  between  the  competent  authority  designated  by  the  Member  State  and 
accounting offices which do not belong to an administrative department and which have been chosen 
in  accordance with  the provisions of Regulation  No 79/65/EEC shall  include at  least  the following 
terms,  expressed  explicitly : 
an  undertaking by the accountancy office  to complete the  farm  returns in  accordance  with  the 
Community  rules, 
an  undertaking by the accountancy office to forward  the farm  returns within a period which make 
it  possible  to  comply  with  the  Community  rules, 
an  undertaking by  the accountancy office ·to  supply the  liaison agency with  all  the information 
which  the  l~tter  may  request  regarding  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
an  undertaking by  the accountancy office  not to diwlge any individual accountancy data or any 
other individual details which it obt:tins in  the performance of its duties or otherwise incidentally 
to the pc:rformam:c: of its duties in  ~onne~tion with the:  Farm Accountancy Data Nl·twork, :md :an 
undertaking that all  the persons engaged in  the performance of such tasks will  be  bound by  the 
same  obligations  and  that  it  will  take  all  the  necessary  measures  to  that  effect. II/25  OJ  No  L 321,  1985 
COMMISSION  REGULA  nON (EE9 No 3374/15 
of 29- November  1.985 
fixing the standard fee per farm reNm for the 1.916 accounting'  year of the Farm 
Accountancy Data Network 
OJ  No  L  321/59,  30.11.1985 
THE  COMMISSION  OF THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNmES, 
Having  regard  to  the  Treaty  establishina  the  European 
Economic  Community, 
Having  regard  to  Council  Regulation  No 79/65/EEC of 
1  S June  1965 setting up a  network  for  the collection of 
accountancy data on  ~e incomes and businea operation 
of  agricultural  holdings  in  the  European  Economic 
Community('). as  last amended by Re,gulation (EEC) No 
2143/81 (l),  and  in  particular Article  9  thereof. 
Whereas Article  5  of Commission  Regulation (EEC) No 
1915/83 of  13  july 1983  on certain detailed implemen-
ting  rules  concerning  the  keeping  of accouna  for  the 
purpose  o(  determining  the  incomes  of  agricultural 
holdin8$ (')  provides  that a  standard  fee  shall be  fixed  to 
be paid by the Commission to the Member States for each 
farm  return  completed ; 
Whereas  Commission  Regulation  (EEC)  No  3479/84 (") 
fixes  the standard fee  for  the  1985 accounting year at 80 
ECU  per  farm  return ; 
Whercu, u  a  result of the aeneral  rile  in  COitl  and  iu 
effects on the cost of completing the farm  return, the fee 
should  be  revised ; 
Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are 
in  accordance  W.ith  the  opinion  of  the  Community 
Committee on  the  farm  Accountancy  Data  Network, 
HAS  ADOPTED THIS  llEGULA110N : 
.Articlt  1 
The standard  fcc  paid  by  the  Commission  to  Member 
States for each duly completed fann retum is hereby fixed 
at 85  ECU  for  the· 1986  accounting year. 
Artielt 2 
This  Regulation  shall  enrer  into  force  on  the  day  fol· 
lowing  its  publication· in  the  Official Journal  of tht 
Europtan  Communitits. 
It shall  apply  for  the  198~ accou~ting year. 
Thi:-.  RC",quhttion  ~&hsall  be  hindina  in  iu entirety  sand  directly  applicable  in  all  Mcn1hcr 
States. 
Oonc  at  Brussels.  29  November  1985. 
For  lht Commission 
Prans  ANDlliESSEN 
Vi~Pruitlmt 
For  the  accounting  year  1987  the  standard  fee  has  been  fixed  at  90  ECU 
(Commission  regulation  (EEC)  No  650/87- OJ  No  L 62- 05.03.1987- P·  18). 
l')  0 j  No  I 09,  lJ.  6.  196.~.  p.  1859/65. 
(')OJ  Nu  L  110,  JU.  7.  IIJKI,  p.  I, 
(, O.J  Nu  I.  1'11(1,  '"·  7.  IIIH,,  I'·  l~. 
(
4
)  OJ  Nu  L  Jltt.  1.1.  ll.  I YK-6,  p.  12. OJ  No  L 93, ·1985  II/26 
COUNCIL REGULATION  (EEC)  Np  797/85 
of  12  ~arch 1985 
1 
on  improving  the efficiency of agricultural structures 
OJ  No  L 93,  30.03.1985,  ~·  1 
THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES. 
Having  ~egard to  the_ Treaty establishing the European 
Economic  Commumty,  and  in  particular Articles' 42 
and  43 ·thereof, 
• . • I ••• 
Whereas,  because  of  the  diversity  of  their  causes 
nature  an~ gravi~,  struct~ral  problems  in  agricultur~ 
may  requ1re  soluuons._ which vary  accord,ing  to  region 
and  are  capable of adjustment over a  period of time ; 
whereas  such solutions must contribute to  the overall 
economic  and  ·social  development  of  each  region 
concerned ; whereas the best results can be achieved if 
acting  on  the  basis  of  Community  concepts  and 
cntena,  Membe,  States  implement  the  comruuu 
measures  individually  through  .their  own  procedures 
laid down by  law, regulation or administrative action ; 
• . • I •.• 
Whereas,  in  the  future,  the  only  holdings  capable  of 
adjusting  to  economic  conditions  will  be  those  on 
which  the  farmer  has  adequate  vocational  skill  and 
competence, and on which  profitability is  verified  by 
accounts  and  by  a  physical  improvement  plan : 
•••  I . ••. 
Whereas  the  keeping  of  accounts  is  essential  to  the 
correct assessment of the financial and economic situ-
ation  of  holdings,  and  in  particular  of  those  under-
going  modernization ;  whereas  a  financial  incentive 
may  encourage  the  keeping  af  accounts ; 
Whereas, in  the interests of rational production and of 
improvement  in  living  conditions,  encouragement 
should also be given to the formation of groups having 
as  their purpose  mutual aid  between  holdings, a more 
rational  common  use  of  agricultural  equ,ipment,  or 
group  farming  operations ; 
Whereas  in  the  same  context it  is  also  necessary  to 
encourage  the  creation  of  agricultural  associations 
whose  objective  is  the  establishment  of  replacement 
and management services ; 
•••  I ••• 
Whereas  the  proposed  measures  are  in  the  Commu-
nity's  interest and are  intended  to  achieve  the  objec-
tives  set out in  Article  39  (1)  (a)  of  the Treacy,  inclu-
ding  the  structural  changes  necessary  for  the  proper 
functioning  of  the  common  market ;  whereas  they 
therefore  constitute  common  measures  within  the 
meaning of Article 6 of Council Regulation (EEC)  No 
.Tl!J/70  of  21  April  1970  on  the  financing  of  the 
.common agricultural policy{') ; whereas, in addition, it 
is  necessary  to  strengthen  Community  financing  for 
certain  regions  and  for  certain  measures  so  that  the 
measures  envisaged  may  be  as  effective  as  possible ; 
•••  I ••• 
HAS  ADOPTED  THIS  REGULATION : 
Article  1 
1.  With a view to assisting the continuous develop-
ment  of  agriculture  in  the  Co~munity, a  common 
measure within the meaning of Article 6 (1) of Regula-
tion  {EEq  No  729/70,  to  be  implemented  by  the 
Member  States,  is  hereby  introduced  in  order  to 
improve the efficiency of holdings and to help develop 
their structures, while  at  the  same  time  ensuring  the 
permanent  conservation  of  the  natural  resources  of 
agriculture. 
2.  In  accordance  with  Titel  VIII,  the  Guidance 
Section  of  the  European  Agricultural  Guidance  and 
Guarantee  Fund, hereinafter referred  to  a.s  •the  Fund', 
shall make a contribution towards the measure referred 
to  in  paragraph  1  concerning : 
(a)  investments in agricultural holdings and the instal-
lation  of  young  farmers ; 
(b)  other measures to  assist agricultural  holdings, such 
as  the introduction of the keeping of a.c:counts  and 
the establishment and operation of groups. services 
and  other  facilities  for  the  benefit  of  several 
holdings; 
( 1)  OJ  No  L 94,  28.  4.  1970,  p.  13. •••  I . ••  II/27 
mLE I 
System  of  aid  for  investments  in  agricultural 
holdings 
Article  2 
1.  In  order  to  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
agricultural  incomes  and  of  living,  working  and 
production  conditions  on  agricultural  holdings, 
Member States shall, pursuant to the common measure 
referred  to  in  Article  1,  introduce a system· of invest-
ment aid to  agricultural holdings where the farmer: 
(a)  practises  farming  as  his  main  occupatibn ; 
(b)  possesses  adequate  occupational  skill  and  compe-
tence; 
(c)  submits  a  plan  for  materially  improving  his 
holding. 
• . • I •.• 
(d)  undertakes to  keep simplified accounts entailing at 
least: 
the  recording  of  the  revenue  and expenditure 
of  the  holding,  with  supporting  documents, 
the  drawing  up  of  an·  annual balance sheet of 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  holding  . 
• . • I •.. 
TffiE II 
Other measures  to  ~sist agricultural holdings 
Article  9 
1.  Member  States  may  introduce  a  scheme  to 
encourage  the  introduction of  accounting on agricul-
tural  holdings. 
The scheme  shall  involve  granting to  farmers  whose 
main occupation is  farming, and who apply therefore, 
an  aid  spread  over at least the first  four years  during 
which  management  accounts  are  kept  on  their 
holdings,  on  the understanding that accounts will  be 
kept  for  at  least  four  years.  · 
Member States shall determine the amount of such aid 
within  a  range  ~f 700  to  1 050  ECU:  . 
2.  The keeping of accoun~ referred to in paragraph 
1 .shall: 
(a)  comprise : 
· -·the preparation of annual opening and closing 
valuations, 
the  systematic  and  regular  recording over  the 
accounting year  of  the various  transactions  in 
cash  or  in  kind  concerning  the  holding ; 
OJ  No  L 93,  1985 
(b)  conclude with  the  presentation  each  year  of : 
- a  description  of  the  general  characteristics  of 
the  holding,  and  in  particular  9f  the  inputs, 
- a  detailed  balance  sheet '(assets  and  liabilities) 
and q-ading account (expenditure and income), 
- the  necessary  data,  including in  particular  the 
earned  income  per  MWU  and  the  farmer's 
income,  for  assessing  the  effiCiency  of  the 
management of the holding as a whole and the 
profitability  of  the  main  enterprises  of  the 
holding. 
3.  Where a holding is  chosen by  bodies appointed 
by  Member States  for  the  collection  of  accountancy 
data  for  the  purposes  of  information  and  scientific 
study,  in  particular  within  the  framework  of  the 
Community accountancy data network, and the farmer 
is  in receipt of aid as  provided for  in  paragraph  -1, he 
must  undertake  to  make  available  to  those  bodies, 
under conditions of anonymity, the accountancy data 
relating  to  his  holding  . 
•••  I ••• 
Article  12 
1.  Member States  may,  on request, grant launching 
aid to  co~tribute to covering the management costs of 
agricultural ·associations  having  as  their  object  the 
provision  of  farm  management services. 
2.  The  aid  referred  to  1n  paragraph  1  shall  be 
granted in respect of the work of staff responsible  for 
analyzing  accounting  results  and  other  data  for  the 
farmers. 
.3.  To be eligible for the aid referred to  in paragraph 
1, farm management services must be approved by the 
Member State and must employ on a full-time basis at 
least one member of staff qualified for the work speci-
fied  in  paragraph  2. 
4.  Member States shall lay  down the conditions for 
the approval of services as  referred  to  in  paragraph  1, 
and  in  particular : 
- their legal  form, 
- the  provisions  governing  their  management  and 
accounting  practices, 
- their minimum duration, which  must  not be  less 
than  1  0  years, 
- the  minimum  number of  affiliated  farmers. OJ  No  L 93,  1985  II/28 
5.  Member States shall  fix  the amount-of the:  laun-
ching aid  referred  to  in  paragraph  1,  which shall  not 
exceed  12 000  ECU  per member of staff employed on 
a  full-time basis in the work specified in paragraph 2. 
This amount shall be spread over the first five  years of 
c::1ch  member of staffs employment; it may be spread 
dc::gressively  over  this  period. 
6.  Member States  may  replace  the system  of laun-. 
ching aid  provided for in paragraph 5 with a system of 
farm  management aids  for  farmers  practising farming 
as  their main  occupation who  make use  of the farm 
management services  referred  to  in  paragraph  1. 
In this event, Member States shall set the aid up to  a 
maximum of 500  ECU  to  be  spread over at least two 
years. 
•..  I ••. 
TITLE  VIII 
General  and  financial  provisions 
Article  23 
1.  The  estimated  period  of  time  required  for 
carrying  out  the  common  measure  shall  end  on  31 
December  1994. 
2.  Five  years  after  this  Regulation  takes  effect.  its 
detailed  rules  shall  be  re-examined  by  the  Council 
acting  on  a  proposal  from  the  Commission. 
3.  The  Fund's  total  contribution to the cost of the 
common  measure  is  estimated at  1 988  million ECU 
for  the  first  five  years. 
• • • I .• • 
Article  26 
1.  The  expenditure  incurred  by  Member States  in 
connection with the measures provided for  in Articles 
3 to 7, 9 to  17, 20 and 21  shall be eligible for aid from 
the  Fund  . 
• • • I ... 
The:  Fund may also reimburse to  Membe~  States up to 
25 %  of  eligible  expenditure  under  the  measures 
provided  for  in  Articles  9  to  12 and  21. 
••.  I ••• 
Article 30 
Member States may lay down additional conditions as 
regards  the  implementation  of  the  aid  measures 
provided  for  in  this  Regulation. 
Article 31 
Subject to  the provisions of Article  8  and Article  13, 
this  Regulation  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the 
Member States' right to adopt additional aid  measures 
in the field covered by this Regulation with conditions 
or rules  for  granting them  differing  from  those  laid 
down  herein or with amounts exceeding the ceilings 
laid  down  herein  provided  that  such  measures  are 
taken . in  conformity  with  Articles  92  to  94  of  the 
Treaty. 
Article 32 
1.  Member States  shall,  within  six  months  of  the 
date  of  its  entry  into  force,  bring  into  force  the 
measures  necessary  to  comply with  this  Regulation. 
At the same time, they shall make provision for  effec-
tive  checks of the  information  used  to  calculate  the 
aids  eligible' for  assistance  from  the  Fund. 
2.  However,  the  prohibitions  and  restrictions  laid 
down in Articles 3 and 8 (4) shall apply to applications 
made  after  the  entry  into  force  of  this  Regulation  . 
···;  ... 
.Article Jj 
This.Regulation shall enter into force on I April  1985. 
This  Regulation  shall  be binding in its  entirety and  directly applicable  in  all  Member 
States. 
Done  at  Brussels,  12  March  1985.  For  tht Council 
Tht Prts"ident 
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